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Land Use Framework Public Realm

Findings
High amenity cities have grown faster 
than low amenity cities

Quality of life will get increasingly critical 
in attracting development

Cities of the future must cater to 
consumers

Attractive cities will thrive; unpleasant 
cities will decay

Citie
s of th

e Future    

“Consumer C
ity”

Edward L. G
laeser, Je

d Kolko and Albert S
aiz

Harvard Institu
te of Economic Research

July 2000

Findings
1) High amenity cities have grown faster than low 

amenity cities
The presence of a rich variety of services (restaurants, theaters, hotels) 
and consumer goods
Aesthetics and physical setting (architecture, parks and natural
features)

2) Quality of life will get increasingly critical in 
attracting development

3) Cities of the future must cater to consumers

4) Attractive cities will thrive; unpleasant cities will 
decay

Younger generation departing from the life 
style of their parents
Baby boomers becoming empty nesters
Increasing highway congestion
Higher gasoline prices
Improving urban environment

A Return to the City – 1990’s
Bill Lee, Economics Research Associates, October 12, 2004
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Public Realm
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1) Piazza del Campo Sienna, Italy

Projects for Public Spaces - September 2004

The World’s Best Squares and Plazas

1) Piazza del Campo Sienna, Italy 

2) Piazza San Marco Venice, Italy

Projects for Public Spaces - September 2004

The World’s Best Squares and Plazas
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1) Piazza del Campo Sienna, Italy 

2) Piazza San Marco Venice, Italy

3) Campo Santa Margherita Venice, Italy

Projects for Public Spaces - September 2004

The World’s Best Squares and Plazas

1) Piazza del Campo Sienna, Italy 

2) Piazza San Marco Venice, Italy

3) Campo Santa Margherita Venice, Italy

4) Pioneer Courthouse Square Portland, OR

Projects for Public Spaces - September 2004

The World’s Best Squares and Plazas

Examples
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Living Room Slides
Fundamental Characteristics

Squares
1) In the center of the city
2) At a crossroads (retail/pedestrian/auto/transit)
3) Surrounded by buildings with active ground floor uses
4) A place for:

- All ages
- All seasons
- All hours of the day 

5) With large paved areas for holding public events
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